THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDQNALD
The * Peace and Tranquillity * policy of Mr. Bonar Law
having so far succeeded, it was assumed that there would
be no disturbance of the political weather for some years,
Everything looked so stable. There seemed no need for-
making a change. No precedent exists for what Mr, Stanley
Baldwin did at this time, but no one who knows him will
fail to see how characteristic the action was of the man.
Never before has a Prime Minister with such a majority, a
united party, a strong organisation and groat personal popu-
larity, thrown everything in the wild gamble of a General
Election. Yet this is what Mr. Stanley Baldwin did in 1933.
Why did he do it ? He did it because in certain respects his
character is unique. Again and again in the course of his
political career, he has taken a course in which success could
not possibly have been foreseen and risked all on a question
of principle. More than once when the violent reactionaries
who form so large a section of his Party have been hounding
him on to a certain action, he has stood firm and, challenging
every consequence, has followed the dictates of his conscience.
This was one such instance. Although his colleagues would
have counselled his taking advantage of the * peace and
tranquillity ' programme, he would have none of it. He was
genuinely distressed with the great mass of unemployment.
He watched the black line creeping up the chart with anxiety
and misgiving. When he made up his mind that a change
of policy was necessary, he took the line that all his friends
advised him to abandon* He had come definitely to the con-
elusion that Protection was the only remedy which would help
unemployment. In the 1922 election, Mr. Bonar Law had
given a pledge that, except for small limited measures of safe-
guarding, there would be no Protection in the coming Parlia-
ment. Mr. Baldwin, feeling himself hampered by this pledge,
went to the King and asked for a dissolution,
Mr. Baldwin had not been defeated in Parliament; he had
a majority ; and the Government had not yet been a year in
office* The King was, therefore, advised that Mr, Baldwin's
request was without precedent and unconstitutional, and
refused to grant it. Mr. Baldwin was, however, determined
that he must have a mandate for Protection, in order to
survive a winter of unemployment. He put before His Majesty,
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